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SECRET HONG KONG 1237 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2, 5B(2) 

TAGS: ENRG, PINR, CH 

SUBJECT: PRC PETROLEUM PRODUCTION 

REF: HK 865 

1. CONGEN IS ATTEMPTING TO EVALUATE CLAIM REPORTEDLY MADE 
BY PREMIER CHOU THAT 1973 PRC PETROLEUM PRODUCTION EXCEEDED 
50 MILLION TONS (ER 2, HK 865), A 67 PERCENT LEAP OVER 
GENERALLY ACCEPTED ESTIMATES OF 30 MILLION TONS DURING 

1972. WE NOTE RECENT SFR REPORTS ON THIS SUBJECT REPORTING 

THAT SENIOR CHINESE OFFICIAL HAD TOLD SENIOR JAPANESE OFFICIAL 

THAT 1973 PRODUCTION EXCEEDED 50 MILLION TONS (FJT 

19754) AND REPORT IN EAST ASIAN BRIEF (016-74) THAT 

1973 OUTPUT REACHED ONE MILLION BARRELS PER DAY (I.E., RATE OF 50 

MILLION TONS ANNUALLY). 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE IF AGENCY CREDITS 50 
MILLION TON FIGURE. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE SUPPORTING RATIONALE 
USED BY AGENCY IN REACHING ITS EVALUATION. 

ALIEN 

SECRET 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, PRODUCTION DATA 
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Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 FEB 1974 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: cunninfx 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974HONGK01237 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: HONG KONG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 52 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
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Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: cunninfx 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 
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